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#*Like Dr. Terry, he put the health of the people above
all else. He chose personal and financial sacrifice for a
greater good, the fight against tobacco. He is a man who
lives his values and serves others through his example, and
not merely his words.

To the people of Thailand, he is a champion in raising
the danger of increasing awareness of tobacco control and
educating the population, from individuals to medical profes-
sionals to government leaders. The action on smoking and
health foundation has done tremendous work in all aspects of
tobacco control, including public relations, advocacy, policy
change, and smoking cessation. Thailand was the first coun-
try to institute a health warning on impotence, thanks to Dr.
Prakit's efforts. In addition, he has helped his country to
successfully anticipate increasing smoking among female and

take actions to counter it.
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To the world, Dr. Prakit is formidable in his opposition
to tobacco. Few have demonstrated the heroism he did in
standing up to the international tobacco companies. The 301
trade dispute in 1989 might just be his finest hour. The United
State, I'm ashamed to say, was trying to force Thailand to
allow the importation of foreign-made cigarrettes. Dr. Prakit
was not afraid to act in the face of many pressure and chal-
lenges. Although not alone, Dr. Prakit personally devoted
much time and effort into strong moves which eventually re-
sulted in the GATT decision to legitimize the Thai advertising
ban, import taxes, ingredient disclosure, health warnings, and
other important measures.””

Citation for Professor Prakit vateesatokit's
Luther L.Terry Award. August 10, 2000.
Chicago llinois, U.S.A.
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“What ever you do, Just don’t smoke”
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Guidelines For Teaching Medical Students
About the Health Effects Of Tobacco:

A Checklist
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Table 2.4.1/1 The 1976 Health and Welfare Survey*

1. Smoking prevolence
M+ F M £
- 18+ yr populotion 28,685, 94B 14,165,808 14,528,148
- smokers {19+ yr) 8,629,518 7,745,178 884,340
% 3.1 54.7 6.1

2. Ages : Age groups hoving highest proportion of smokers
(Not ovailable)

3. Regions :
% of smokers among the 1P+ yr populotion, some sex, scme region=

M+ F L] F

Whole Kingdom 38.1 54.7 6.1
Bangkak 22.8 841 2.4
Central 24.8 48.3 2.1
North 38.5 57.1 19.9
Northeast 3.7 68.8 1.5
South 28.6 52.9 4.3

 colculoted from 1976 Health ond Welfare Survay (N.S.0 1978)
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On receiving this award, | would like to thank the American
Cancer Society and the Awards Committee for giving me this
extraordinary honor. My special thanks to Professor, Simon Chapman
from Sydney who nominated me, and Dr. Greg Connolly from the
Massachusetts Department of Health who provided a supporting letter
to the Committee. | would also like to extend my gratitude to the
various American and international tobacco contro! advocates who
have been my inspiration, my mentors, as well as supporters all
these years. In addition, this achievement would not have been
possible without the help of my colleagues in Thailand, specifically
from Dr.Hatai Chitanondh, Bung-On Ritthiphakdee, Steve Hamann
and Dr.Varaporn Pumisawasdi. And above all, loving gratitude to my
wife Krongjit and my 3 children who have stood by and supported
me, making many sacrifices for tobacco control as well as my work
and commitment to Ramathibodi Medical School. Distinguished guests,
a decade ago, Thailand was threatened with trade sanctions and the
abalition of our advertising ban by the transnational tobacco companies.
The international health community, under the leadership of the
American Cancer Society, and through efforts by individuals like Greg
Connolly, Judith Mackay, David Sweanor, David Yen and Ted Chen,

olae
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all worked closely to assist Thailand to resist the transnational tobacco
companies’ pressure. Thailand was fortunate to be able to advance
many progressive tobacco control measures and continues the
momentum to this day.

However, the future doesn’t look good for Asia and other
developing countries. The more pressure the American and British
tobacco companies get at home, the more aggressive their marketing
becomes in developing countries where tobacco control efforts are
still very weak. Furthermore, the tobacco industry is taking advantage
of trade liberalization opportunities to expand their markets in developing
countries. Unfortunately, the World Trade Organization still regards
tobacco as an ordinary consumer product. This means that the
tobacco industry can rely on various existing WTO market expansion
mechanisms, while at the same time, keeping its product from regulation
using trade-related intellectual property clauses of trade laws. Thus,
free trade in tobacco is presently a “license to Kill.”

I conclude by pleading with all here to realize that Asia cannot
afford to repeat the North American cycle of tragedy from tobacco
company aggression. In truth, hundreds of millions of Asians alive
today depend on what you do today, through strategic engagement
with Asian partners, against tobacco. The real award and reward is

in your heartfelt support. Thank you.
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